
+VIEN: Gilbert, Hitchcock and Powell. NOES: COUNCIIMEN: None. 
ABSENT,: COUNCILMEN.! Cucci and Tolson. 

Councilman Powell moved that Judge Willett and Chief Stroh 
be authorized to attend :the Peace Officers Convention to be held 
at Salinas October 8, . 9 and 10, 194:.g, expenses pa.1d. Councilman 
Gilbert seconded the motion., which was carried by the following 
roll call vote.: AYES: COUNCIlMEN: Gilbert,. Hitchcock and Powell. 
NOES: COUNClIMEN: None. ABSENT: . COUNCILMEN: Cucci and Tolson. 

At 8:42 P.M., upon motion of Councilman Gilbert, seconded 
by Councilman Hitchcock, the. meeting adjourned. 

ATTEST: 

MINUTES OF A. REGULAR MEETING 
OF mE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANcrE 

a.'7~4~ 
CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torranoe, california 
september 25, 1945 

The City COuncil of the City at Torrance convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chamber p City Hall, Torranoe, California, on 
TUesday, September 25, 1945 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor Tolson called the meeting to order. 

. Clerk Bartlett called t.he roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: CUcoi, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. Absent: 
Councilmen: None. 

All those present in the Council Chamber saluted the Flag. 

Councilman Hitchoock moved that the minutes of a Regular Meet
ing held September 11, 1945, and of an Adjourned Regular Meeting 
held september 17, Ul45 be approved as written. Counci.lman Gilbert 
seoonded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN QOWIUNICATIONS 
. . 

A communication was read from the Walteria Civic Organiza
tion, oalling attention to three separate situations and reque.st
ing an investigation of them, as follows: 

(1) proposed establishment of a business in the old recre
ation building in i&lteria, claiming that the building is a con-
demned one and in an A-l zone; . 

(2) expiration of the 90-day permit granted Mr. Reynolds 
for occupancy of a trailer on Newton street, if&lteria, olaim
ing that no construction has started on the building he was to 
have built; and 

(~) requesting insta~lation of a culvert at the .comer of 
Hawthorne Boulevard and 240th street prior to the winter season. 

Councilman Cucci moved that the three requests submitted 
by the Walteria Civic Organization be referred to the City Eng:!,.ne~r 

,for investigation and report at the next meeting, Engineer to be 
granted authority to take whatever ac.tion is neoessary in oonnec
tion with the request for the culvert in the meantime. Councilman 
Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

epose



A communioation was read from the Gardena Valley Chamber of 
Commerce, requesting the Council to file with the County of Los 
Angeles Board of Supervisors a protest against any form or type of 
oil drilling or development either on or adjacent to the Alondra 
Park site, North Torrance, it having been brought to the attention 
of the Ga17dena Valley Chamber that an application for permit to 
drill has been filed with the Board of Supervisors. 

Councilman Powell moved that the matter be referred to the 
entire City Council for study. Councilman Hitohoook seoonded the 
motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A oommunication was read from the League of California Cities, 
signed by Richard Graves, Executive Secretary, adVising that he 
will do everything possible to assist in the effort which 1s being 
put forth to continue Child Care Centers. He said he had been 
working with other interested groups to secure some modification 
of ,the policy of the Federal Government as expressed by the 
Federal Works Agency in the abrupt tenn.ination of federal support 
of these centera. . 

Councilman Cucci moved that a copy of this letter be forwarded 
to the Torrance Branch Lions Club, veterans of Foreign Wars, which 
two organizations have expressed active interest in the subject, and 
to other interested groups in order that they may know the matter 
is under discussion. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

A communioation was read from the American Red Cross, signed 
by Maude M. Kresse, Blood Bank Chairman, expressing appreciation 
for the use of the Civic Auditorium for Red Cross Blood Doner 
Service, and thanking the City for cooperation given their program. 
It was requested that sincere appreciation be conveyed to Mr. 
Brodie and his assistants for their excellent service and coopera
tion. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that ·Mr. James Brodie be furnished 
a copy of the letter. Councilman Cucci seconded the motion, which 
was oarried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Jeanett Kinser, 2224 Torrance 
Boulevard, requesting a license for a tea room on Hawthorne 
Boulevard. 

Counoilmen Gilbert, CUcci and Hitchcook asked whether or not 
there is anything to prohibit issuance of the license, Attorney 
McCall replying in the negative, whereupon Councilman Gilbert 
moved that the request be granted. 

Councilman Cucci said he thought the matter should be looked 
into to determine the type of tea room it will be, at which time 
Mrs. Kinser, in the audience, addressed the Council and informed 

that it will be a "coffee shop to read tea leaves·. 
Councilman Gilbert's motion was lost for want of a second. 
Councilman Powell moved that the request ot Mrs. Kinser for 

a license to operate a tea room be referred to the Ohief ot Polioe 
for investigation and recommendation to the City Clerk, license 
to be either issued or denied by the Clerk according to the Chief's 
recommendation. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Mrs. Bertha Woodard, 1217 
Portola Avenue, requesting a license to operate a hot dog and 
hamburger stand on Lot 22 or ,25, Block 4, Torrance Tract. 

Counoilman Cucci demanded to know why all requests tor licenses 
are being presented to the City Council when there is a lioense 
ordinance govern~ng issuance of business licenses, and asked where 
the above-described property is located. 

Clerk Bartlett advised that the request from Mr., Woodard was 
addressed to the City Council and is handled as a regular communi
cation. Mrs. Woodard, in the audience, advised that the location is 
across the street from Daniel's Cafe on cabrillo Avenue. 

A question arose as to whether or not the Planning Commission 
should be involved in this matter, and also the matter of sanitation 
of a stand was discussed. Clerk Bartlett advised that the license 
ordinance specifically requires that an application for a highway 



stand be brought before the Council, and that a permit from the 
Health Department must be presented to the Clerk before the license 
can be issued. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the request be r",ferred to 
the City Engineer for report at the next -meeting. Councilman 
Powell seconded the motion, which was earried unanimously. 

Councilman Hitchcock suggested adVising Mrs. Woodard relative 
to the Health Department permit, whereupon she advised that she 
has operated a cafe betore and understands all the regulations. 

A oommunioation was read trom James Breneman, applying tor 
refund ot unused portion at Business License NO. 506, enclosed 
with the letter, advising that he had sold his business. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the unused portion of the 
license be refunded. Counc.ilman Cucci seoonded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, 
G11bert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: NOne. 
ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: None. 

/. '. 
A oommunication was read from United Pacific Insurance Company, 

enclosing statement in the amount ot $942.09, beIng additional 
premium. tor inswranee for Municipal Bus Lines, based upon an increase 
of 35% on the old rate. _ 

.Counoilman Cucci voiced an objection to thl,s high percentage 
increase, contending that an overall l,ncrease of 10% through out 
the City would be more equitable than a 35% increase affecting the 
Bus Lines only. Furthermore, he added, the representative had, in 
a previous conversation, indioated that this matter woulC\ be held 
over until the litigation relative to recent sale of the bus lines 
nas been conoluded and ownership established. 

CQuncilman Gilbert said he did not understand the representative 
to say he would hold the matter over until the litigation is oon
cluded, but until the Council could meet with the representati~es 
tor a discussion of the mat~er. He said he felt such a meeting should 
be arranged. . 

Councilman Powell remarked that this cqmpany is not the only 
one with which the City oan negotiate its insurance business. He 
asked when the latest oontract was made, the reply being that it 
had been renewed approximately two months ago. He asked whether or 
not it oan be terminated upon the usual thirty day notioe~ the reply 
being in the affirmative. 

COUncilman Cucci moved that action be deterred on this matter 
in order that the Council may study it thoroughly and endeavor to 
arrive at a conclusion, and that 1;.he representatives of the insurance 
company b.e advised to this effect. Councilman Hitchcock seconded 
the motion, .~1ch was carried unanimously • 

.A. communicatj,on was read from E. T. Martin, requesting a temp
orar~ business license for a feed store at 24454 Hawthorne Boulevard, 
Walteria, unt1~ such time as the Planning COmmission may grant a 
zoning ~ariance. 

!4r~ Martin stated that, at the time of the purchase, he was 
unaware that the property had been rezoned to R-3 Zone, and had 
made an invefltment of quite a sum of money in stock ~nd equipment 
for the business. , 

.A. communication from the Local Veteran Service Committee was 
attached, advising that Mr. ~artin is a Veteran and was wounded in 
battle, and expressed the hope that the Council would assist him 
in his end~avors to become established. 

Councilman Cucci moved that the temporary license as requested 
be granted, effective until such time as the Planning Commission 
rules on Mr. Martin r s petition for zoning variance. 

Councilman Gilbert intEtrjected the thought that, although he 
had nO partiqular objection to the granting of the license, he 
thought some standard should be adopted for ruling on applications 
for certain types of business licenses, and pOinted ou~ that ,action 
on two similar requests had been deferred earlier in the meeting. 

Mr. George Thatcher of Walteria reported that Mr. Martin had 
obtained signatures of practically everyone within 300 feet of the 
proposed place of bUSiness signifying thei~ willingness to.allow 
this bUSiness. 



Councilman Hitchcock seconded Councilman Cucci's motion to 
grant the temporary lieense while awaiting the determination of 
the Planning Commission relative to Mr. Martin's petition for . 
zoning varianoe, which motion was oarried, Councilman Gilbert 
casting a negative vote. 

J. oommunication was read from Joel Hagberg, president, State, 
County and Municipal Workers of Amerioa, Local 360, again requesting 
an increase in salary of $25.00 per month for City Employees. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that the communication be filed for 
future referenoe, and t.hat the City Clerk be instructed to notify 
Mr. Hagberg of this action. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, 
which was carried unan~ously. . 

A communioation was read from the United Paoifio Insurance 
Company, enclosing National Safety Council safe driver award for 
Mr. Harold C. Callihan, driver for the City of Torrance Bus Line. 
It was requested that the award be oertified in the appropriate 
space provided, and presented to Mr. Callihan with the oompliments 
and congratulations of all concerned for his fine reoord during the 
three-year period • . 

Councilman Gilbert moved that the Chairman of the Bus Depart
ment Committee, Councilman Cucci, be delegated to present the 
award to Mr. Callihan. 

Councilman Cucci declined and offersd the substitute motion 
that Mayor Tolson be delegated to make the award. Councilman 
Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Benjamin P. Weston, advising 
"that the Weston Investment Company will not exercise its option with 
the United States Government to purchase the Lami ta Air strip. 

. Mayor Tolson announced that the City had, of recent date, 
received a telegram from the Congressman representing the interests. 
of Torrance, adviSing that the Lomita Flight Strip had been placed 
on the surplus list. Mayor Tolson added that he had wired back 
to the effect that the City ·of·Torrance is interested in acquiring 
the strip, and requesting the Congressman to ksep the City inforlll8d 
at all times relative to this s~bjeot. 

Councilman Cucci moved that the communication, constituting a 
waiver, from Mr. Weston, be.:t'iled for future reference. Councilman 
Powell seconded the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

~ oommunioation was read from Glenn M. Jain, City Engineer, 
recommending that some legislation be passed b.y the Council to 
prevent . shop owner8 from sweeping debris, papers, vegetable ~r1mm111Ss, 
eto. off the sidewalk into the aity gutters. He said deplorable con
ditions exist due to this praotioe, partioularly over weekends when 
the street sweeping orew is off duty. 

Counoilman Gilbert moved that this matter be referred to the 
Ordinanoe Committee for study and action. Councilman Hitchcock 

seoonded the motion, which was oarried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Glenn M. Jain, Gity Engineer, 
attaching plans and specifications of the Los Angeles County Flood 
Control District covering the, "Excavation of Dominguez. Channel and 
Construction of Appurtenant Works Between Arlington Avenue and 
Denker Avenue". It was recommended by Mr. Jain that the following 
request.s be complied wi th, as outlined by the Flood Control District: 
(l} That the plans and specifications attaohed to Mr. Jain's letter 
be , approved; (2) That the necessary permission be granted to the 
Flood Control District to oonstruot upon and to ocoupy all lands 
under · jurisdiction of the City; and (3) That permission be granted 
to c~ose Ar~ington A.venue during construction. 

It was further requested by the Engineer that the Los Angeles 
County Flood Control District be notified immediately of action taken. 

A short discussion ensued, Councilman Cucci objecting to the 
olosing of Arlington Avenue, although, he said, he favors action 
upon all the requests with this one exception. It was pointed out 
however, that the portion of Arlington Avenue affected is traveled 
lightly, and that motorists w111 have access to other nearby striata. 



Counoilman Hitohcook moved that the requests made by the Flood 
Control Distriot, outlined above, be granted, upon recoID.I,lenda tion 
or Mr. Jain, and that the City Clerk be authorized to inform the 
Los Angeles Caunty Flood Control Distriot of action taken. Caun
oilman Gilbert secanded the motian, which w~s carried unanimously. 

The Mutual Aid Plan, offered by the Los Angeles County Disaster 
Relier A.uth,ority, which was ~irst presented at the September 11, 
1945 meeting and referred to. the City ~ttarney far reoommendation, 
was again presented. Clerk Bartlett ad.vised that, on September Zl, 
1945, Attorney McCall had approved the plan as to form, whereupon 
Mayor Tolson moved that the plan be accepted and approved, this 
being a plan ror mutual aiel on a count;w-wid.e basis, for ass1stan~e 
between cities and the County during a disaster or potential dis
aster period. Councilman Cucci seconded the mot1on, which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Cucci, G11bert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
NOlle. A\BSENT: COUNCIlMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1745 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE RE~UESTING THE 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO -ORDER THE 
CANCELLATION OF TAXES ON CERTAIN 
PROPERTY -ACQ.UIRED BY THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE FOR PUBLIC USE. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Resolution No. 1745 be adopted. 
Councilman Powell se~onded the motion, which was carried by the 
rollo~ing roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: CUcci, Gilbert, 
Hi tchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCIlMEN: None. 

A. communiQ8tion was read from C. Z. Ward, Manager, MuniCipal 
Bus Lines, adviSing that, erfective Ootober 1,1945, theB. F. 
Goodrich Company will reimbur~e the City of Torranoe 10~ of the 
tire rental cost for our servioes ~n handling the work on the tires, 
said work to ,be done ·at the City Garage • . 

In conneotion wit.h recent appliQ8tion or the General Petroleum 
Co~oration for a servic~ connection to the 16"' Metrc>politan Iater 
District water main on the east side o~ Crenshaw Boulevard, Torranoe 
Rerinery, a recommendation .. as presented and read from water Super
intendent Stanger, City .. Engineer Jain, and City Attorney McCall. 

It was recommended that the District prepare an easement and. 
submit it to the General Petroleum Corporation for their signature; 
said easement to grant the required right of way for construction, 
operation and maintenance of the affected facilities. It was further 
recommended that the City pay expenses of the installation to the 
Metropoli tan water District, and that General Petroleum C.orporation 
reimburse the Cay for all payments made. 

It was suggested that copies of this recommendation be mailed 
to Metropol1 tan Water District, stating that an early installation 
would be very much appreoiated, and to General Petroleum Corporation 
ror their records. , 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the recommendations be accepted 
and oono.urred . ln, and that the suggestions be complied with. Coun
oilman Powell seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Powell moved that an appropriation of ,107.00, plus 
tax, be made tor 200 feet booster line hose, 6 Ind.ian pump can 
carrying straps, and 6 Indian pump can hold down straps, for the 
Fire Department. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which 
was carried by the follow1ng roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCIIMEN: 
CUCCi, Gilbert, Hltohcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCIlMEN: None. 



Councilman Powell moved tnat William F. Gibson be employed as 
a War Emergency employee, Patrolman, Police Department, effective 
Ootober 1, 1945, at a salary of $170.00 per month. Councilman 
Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was oarried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: None • . , 

Councilman Cucci moved that an appropriation of $53.50, plus 
tax, be made for 20,000 schedules for bus terminals f'rom Torrance 
Herald. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, 1II'11ich was carried 
by the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucpi, 
Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Cucci moved that Leslie L. Slaughter be employed as 
a Mechanic, Grade A, Bus Department Garage, on a temporarypasis. 
ate salary of $225.00 per month, effective September 28, 1945. 
He said he understood this man represented a replacement of Mr. 
Snodgrass, resigned. Councilman Powell seoonded the motion, which 
wa~ carried by the follOwing roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and ,Tolson. NOES: . COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Cucci moved that the tire contract with the 
B. F. Goodrich Company be renewed, effec·tive Ootober 1, 1945, 
with the stipulation that the Company is to reimburse the City 
of Torrance 10% of the tire rental cost for the City's services 
in handling the work on the tires, work to be. done at the City 
Garage. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIIMEN: Cucci, 
Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Cucci moved that the contract with the Board of 
Education of the City of Los Angeles for furnishing transportation 
of pupils residing in the Walteria area and requiring transporta
tion from that area to Narbonne Avenue and Highway 101 in Lomita, 
be renewed, effective September 4, 1945, for the period of the 1945-
46 school year. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, 
Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

At this pOint, Councilman Cucci opened the subject of taxi
cab operations in the City of Torrance, contending that inasmuch 
as the business lioense ordinanoe provides nothing more than a sec
tion establishing the lioense fee at $12..00 per annum per vehicle, 
with no mention of Council control, that applioants should'not 
be compelled to submit their requests for licenses to operate taxi
cabs to the City Council at all. ,He took the stand that Ordinance 
No. 235, the business license ordinanoe, being in full force and 
effect, and being the only legislation pertaining to licensing ot 
taxicabs, governs, and until such time as this section of johe ordi
nance, or the ordinance itself, is amended or repealed, anyone who 
may desire a taxicab license may obtain same under the terms of this 
governing ordinance. He asked Clerk Bartlett upon what authority 
had he refused to issue addi tiona~ licen ses to Marie Bruae for 
two more taxicabs, she having been granted permission to operate 
a cab service. Mr. Bartlett replie.d that, for many years, it has 
been the policy to have applications for taxicab lioenses referred 
te the Council, in order that the proper control and regulation of 
this particular business ~y the police department might be simpli
fied. He pointed out that this constitutes a traffic matter, and 
as such comes under the jurisdiction of the police department. 
Therefore, he added, when Miss Bruce applied for licenses for two 
additional taxicabs, he had no alternative but to . follow the policy 
established by prior Councils and ask for Council deoision on it. 

Counoilman Cucci adherred to his opinion that, regardless of' 
verbal orders from pre.sent or past Council~, the City Clerk should 
comply fully with all ordinances. 



Clerk Bartlett pointed out that, in ~arrying out the terms of 
whatever legislation is enacted, his only resort for assistance in 
case of Cluestion 1s the City Council. He said that, at various 
times, certain developments hava presented Cluestions and problems 
which he has, as his only alternative, brought before the City 
COWlcil for cJ.arification. . 

A very exhaustive and confusing discussion ensu.ecl •• , Police 
povers, 8Ill.ong other subjects, wera defined by the City Attorney, 
who stated. that, although the police power is not mentioned in 
every ordinance in so many words, it is the natural understanding 
that the power does enstj otherw:ise the legislation would be of 
no ava1l. 

When Councilman Cucci asked Mr. McCall whether or not a minute 
action of the Council supersedes an ordinance, or vice versa, he 
replied, ~you just answered that Cluestion yourself awhile ago, Mr. 
Cucci.- . 

Mr. McCall added that he will endeavor to have the new taxicab 
ordinance ready soon. He said a great deal of his time has been taken 
up by the litigation over sale of the Municipal Bus Lines, at which 
point Councilman Cucci indicated an Amended Writ of Mandamus in 
connection with this suit, served On the Council at this meeting, 
and handed Mr. McCall bis (Mr. Cucci's) cOpy of this document. 

Councilman Cucci conceded that Business License Ordinance . 
2~ is obsolete, but, he said, his efforts to revise the ordinance 
some time ago had made li t .tle impression on others who would be 
called upon to help in this undertaking. He said he hoped that 
the new ordinaneewould cover every phase of the taxicab business 
satisfactorily, but that, until such time as that ordinance 1s 
adopted, Ordinance No. 235 governs. He read andre-read the 
section pertaining to taxicabs during the discussion. 

In view of the tact that Ordinance No. 235 governs, he con
tinued, the action taken at the last meeting to defer action on 
the application of Miss Bruce for licenses to operate additional 
taxicabs, pending completion of the new taxicab ordinance, was 
entirely out of order, as, he said, -You can't make that new 
ordinanoe retroactive.~ Furthermore, he said, competition would 
eliminate the inferior and leave the exceptionally good taxicabs 
for the convenience of the public. 

After much more discussion, Councilman Powell moved that Miss 
Bruce be allowed t .o operate addlt.1onal taxicabs, since Ordinance 
No. 235 governs at the present time, and does not restrict the . 
business as to number of cabs. He voioei the opinion that he also 
hoped the new ordinance would be complete in every detail and 
serve the City satisfactorily in the future. 

Councilman Cucci insisted that the above motion is super
flUOUS, as Ordinanoe No. 2.35 grants this privilege without Council 
action, at which time Councilman Hitchcock suggested that perhaps 
waat Councilman Powell had . in mind was to rescind the action taken 
at the last meeting to defer action on Miss Bruce's application for 
licenses to operate additional taxicabs, which would plaoe the entire 
matter back in a ~status quoit - i.e., she would be in the position 
of having had her application for a lioense to operate a taxicab" 
service granted by the City Council, and, under the terms of Ordi
nance No. 235, (aocording to Councilman Cuccits interpretation, and 
whioh has not been overruled,) she would be free to apply for and 
receiVe lioenses for as many taxiOcabs as she wants. 

Councilman Powell then moved that the action taken at the 
September 11, 1945 meeting to hold in abeyance the application of 
Miss Marie Bruce for licenses to operate additional taxicabs, pend-
ing completion of the new taxicab ordinance, be resoi~ded. Coun
cilman Cucci seconded the motion, which was carried by the follow-
ing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucoi, Powell and Tolson. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert and Hitchcock, ABSENT: COUNCILMENl None. 

Councilman Powell asked Attorney ~cCall whether or not a . 
sectiQn of an ordinance can be repealed ,by motion, his reply being 
that an ordinance, or portion thereof, can be repealed only by 
another ordinance. 

Councilman Gilbert continued the discussion by asking Coun
cilman Powell, "is it your intention that anyone who so desires 
can go into the taxicab business tomorrow morning by applying for 
a license and paying the $12.00 per annum per vehicle?", Councll-



man Powell replying, ~yes~. However, he cautioned, this by no 
means indicates that the police power is relinquished or lessened 
in any degree. 

Councilman Hitchcock reported he had had a complaint from 
Harvel Guttenfelder, owner of, "Ha:rvePs Service .Station",relatlya 
to the taxi stand adjaoent to his place of business, and, asked 
Counoilman Hitchcock, on what authority was this stand allowed. 
Chief Stroh replied that the City Council had gran ted t ,his stand 
to George Uort, and that the curb had been painted in the particular 
area mentioned, instead or one more oar length forward on Cravens 
Avenue, to 'allow room for the hook and ladder fire apparatus to 
get out of the fire station across the street. 

A ahort discussion ensued relative to granting taxicab oper
ators exolusive parking privileges, or, "taxi stands", it being 
the consensus of opinion that, unless a halt is called, there will 
be no parking space left for private cars. The opinion was ex
pressed that taxicabs could searCh for unrestricted parking spaces 
the same as private automobiles do. 

Councilman Powell moved that the Chief of Police be authorized 
not to grant any more taxi stands in the City of Torrance pending 
completIon of the new taxicab ordinance. Councilman Cucci seconded 
the motion, which was oarried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Hitchoock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: 
COUNCIIldEN: Gilbert. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Chief Stroh asked· whether or not this means that Miss Bruoe, 
who has one. taxi stand, can park her taxicabs in any available un
restricted parking space for the purpose of carrying on the taxi
cab bUSiness, Councilman Cucci's reply being in the affirmative. 

It appeared to be the opinion of the Council that the new 
taxicab ordinance will solve all problems in conneotion with the 
City's control of the taxicab business, and Mr. McCall wasurged 
to hasten completion of same • 

. Councilman Hitchcock moved that, in aooordance with the 
reoommendation of the Engineers, Taylor and Taylor, the protest 
of Dr. Ellinwood against inclusion of the Ellinwood Ranch in the 
proposed Walteria, South-Torrance water district be overrulea., and 
that the property b. included. Councilman Cucci seconded the ,motion, 
wh1ch was oarried unanimously. 

Councilman Hitchoook reported that he had received several 
suggestions from Engineer Jain in connection with the North Torranoe 
later Well, but preferred to disouss the matter further wi th Mr. 
Jain berore acting upon tM:m, with the exception of one suggestion, 
whereupon he moved that an appropriation of ,475.00 be made for 
the repair of the North Torranoe water well, work to be done by 
the Water Wall Equipment Company, and the addition of suffioient 
length of pump oolumn to reach the new level of the water in the 
well. Counoilman Gilbert seoonded t .he motion, wilicn was carried 
by the. follow1ng roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cuooi, 
Gillolert, Hitchcock, Powell am Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

. Counoilman . Gilbert moved that an appropriation o·f ,100.00 
be made for 80 tons decomposed granite for the Park Department 
Garages. Councilman Cucoi seconded the motion, whioh was carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cuooi, Gilbert, 
Hitchcook, Powell and Tolson~ NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Powell reported he had been approached by severa1 
oitizens who called attention to a hazardous traffio situation 
oreated since the new employment off1oe has been constructed at 
the corner of Grameroy Avenue and Cravens AVenu.e, inasmach as the 
view to the interseotion is obstructed to such an extent that the 
automobile is practioally in the intersection before the driver 
is enabled to get a clear view of oncoming traffic. He suggested 
that boulevard stop signs be ereoted on Gramercy Avenue at both 
approaches to Cravens Avenue. He asked Chief Stroh to bring in a 
recommendation at the next meeting as to whether or not these signs 
should be installed. 



Chief strob, acknowledged that this ,is a dangerous corner and 
agreed to oontaot the Automobile Club and report at the next meet
ing. He said the. Automobile Club is experiencing SOIQ.e difficulty 
in supplying neoessary stop signs, due to the fact that reflectors 
are not ~vailab~e. 

Counoilman Powell also suggested that, now that the employ
ment., office is open, many parked oars line Grameroy Avenua, making 
that street very narrow for the busses to' travel. He said he had 
noticed both the Greyhound and Torranoe husses traveling down 
Cabrillo, then west on Carson Street, and wondered if the busses 
had been re-rou ted. He said he thought it would be well to do so 
if it had not been of;('icially done. Counoilman Cuoci said, pending 
the suit to determine legality of the sale of the Bus Lines, no 
steps had been taken to effect any changes in the Bus Lines in that 
respect as yet, and asked for a little time to consider the matter. 
He said he personally thought the busses should be re-routed off' 
Gramercy Avenue since it has become crowded. 

Councilman Cucci announced that the suit to determine the 
lega11ty of the sale of the Torrance Municipal Bus Lines will be 
heard in Department 34, Los, Angeles City Hall, on Oetober 8, 1945, 
and invited all those interested to be there at about 9:30 A.M. 

Mayor Tolson, moved that an appropriation of $269.06 be made 
for 150 meter boxes for the Water Department. Councilman Hitchoook 
seconded the motion, whioh was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell am 
Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

A delegation of citizens and prop~.rty owners from Hollywood 
Riviera were present in the Council Chamber and various ones 
addressed the Council relative to conditions in their distriot. 
It was stated that practioally no servioe of any kind has been 
rendered in that area for three or four years, and that, as a 
result, the entire Hollywood Riviera se·ction is in a deplorable 
state. They asked if the weeds could be burned, mainly be~u8e 
they constitute a definite fire hazard, and secondly because they 
are unsightly. Also, it was stated that many trees are diseased 
and dead and very much Inneed of either removal or attention. 

The streets, it was said, are in a dreadful condition, full 
of holes, with lengths of as much as l~O reet unpaved. 

Mr. Close, one of the gentl.amen of the delegat10n, stressed 
the ser-1ousness of , the situation, Blivising that there is a seven 
million dollar investment represented by forty-four families at 
stake, and urged the Council to endeavor .to oorrect the conditions 
named. He said that the City had star'ted several streets but left 
them unfinished. He said, also, that among other intolerable oon
ditions, the water is very bad, and there is a great need for a 
sap.itary sewer, as all the Riviera families have only eesspools. 

Councilman Hitchcock asked Mr. ClosO to submit a list of the 
streets referred to as in need of oompletion and repairs to Oity 
Engineer Jain, which he said he would be glad to do. 

Mayor Tolson said that, in relation to the sewer question, it 
is hoped that the outfall sewer system 80 long hoped for will 
materiallz.e in the near future, and that it will satisfaotorily 
serve the Hollywood Riviera section. , 

The matter of fire prote,otion was also discu$sed, with several 
of the ladies of the d..elegatlon stating they live in constant fear 
and dread of an outbreak of fire in .the distriot. 

The fallowing members of the &elegation, among others, addressed 
the Councild..uring the above disoussion: Mr. cr. E. M.CMoran, Mrs. 
Whitney, Mf. Edwards. Mr. Close and Mr • . Peterson. 

Councilman Hitchcock thanked the ladies and gentlemen for 
their attitud..e of genuine sinoerity in their manner of presenting 
these problems, and said he felt convinced the Council will d..o 
everythi;ng possible to alleviate the oond.1tions named. He asked 
Chief M@Master for suggestions relative to burning the weed..s. 

Chief McMaster stated that,. during the past few years, he has 
been short of help and unable to attend to everything he would like 



to do, but said he had (lonsulted with Mr. Perkins, the street 
Superintendent, who has also been short of men, with the idea of 
getting a (lrew from the Street Department and one man and a piece 
of apparatus from the Fire Department to do this work. So far, 
he ,said, the time hed not arrived when the Street Department could 
spare the men a t a time when the Fire Department could send a man 
and equipment. , 

Councilman Powell (lommanted that, as the City has stead.ily 
grown, added personnel commensur.a te wi,th the growth has not been 
employed, result of which is now becoming evident. He said, whether 
the City likes it or not, the forces w111 have to be in~reased, 
before the entire City takes on an appearance of negle(lt. 

Mr. Close said if ad.vance notice could be given, the men in 
Hollywood Riviera: would help the City crews with the burning. 

The delegation was assured that the City will investigate 
the conditions complained of and make every effort to be of assiBt
anoe. 

CoUncilman Gilbert moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll (lall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, 
Hi tchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN:None. 

At 10:00 P~., upon motion of Councilman Gilbert, seconded 
by CO,uncilman Cucci, the meeting adjourned. 

~TEST: 

MAYOR OF CMy OF TORRANCE 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF . 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, aalifornia 
October 9, 1945 

The City Council of the Oi ty of Torrance convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, California, on 
Tuesday, Ootober 9, 1945 at 8:00 P.M., a recess having been de
,clarad by the May0l;' beginning et 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor Tolson ~alled the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett cal,led the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. Absent: 
Councilmen: None. . 

All those present in the Council Chamber saluted the Flag. 

O:ouncilman Hitchcock moved that the 'minutes of a Regular Meet
ing held September 25, l'il45 be approved as written. Councilman 
Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried ~animously~ 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication was read from 'C. Earl Conner, ad,vising that the 
committee, appointed by the Mayor, oonsisting of Miss Irene Mills, 
Torrance High School, Miss L. Fraser, CaptaiIJ. Bob Lewellen, Mrs. 
Emma Evans, Mr • . James Brodie, Mrs. Clara A. Conner, and C. Earl 

epose

epose


